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SULTANATE OF OMAN
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ountis | Oman has well-established socio-
" ziologie . e .

S economic, cultural, and political relations
NF with Africa and the rest of the world.
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Extant literature on the lived experience of African

mnuslclmuummu@ college students echoes either silent or muted voices.
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To thicken the theoretical and discursive
discussions on the phenomenon being
@ studied
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Research Questions

1. What does it mean to be an African Gl
college student in the Sultanate of

sNF
O m an 7 SWI5S NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
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2. What are the &emological
meanings constructed by the African Lhi

college students of their lived e

‘ experience in Oman? e
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Research Questions

3. What are the roles of intercultural - Lidilogie
communication in the lives of these SNF
Afrlcan College St dents Wh||e SW155 NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
studying and Vv Oman? WORLD SOCIETY FOUNBATION @
4. What are the implications of the u1|
findings to Oman-Africa relations? o
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Phenomenology as Analytical Frame
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philosopher,

» Pure phe arch seeks
essentially
explain, and to s rom a perspective
free from hypotheses or preconceptions
(Husserl, 1970, in Lester, 2016).




Phenomenology as Analytical Frame

BA-04 10
vty f Nhitl
Sitetond
ooty

Thereis n tive research
et to prove of ea of _
(e validation i enological
ntehs, | | research is to prehension of
fetod | what it is like to live experiences (Henry,

iﬂfiﬂfnﬂm Chapman, & Francis, 2011, p. 30).

Reletion




Itemetiond
Confrence

on {he Pas, X
Prosent ond | 4

e of
Afian-Ason
Reletion

BA-04 10
vty f Nhitl
Sitetond
ooty

Pa

rticipants:

12 African C studying
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ergradu ms In
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Int

ne Sultan

Data Source: Written narratives

collected during Fall 2018-2019
semester
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Algeria
Benin

Egypt

Egypt
Kenya

Sudan
Sudan
Tanzania

Tanzania
Tanzania
Tunisia
Tunisia

Table 1: The Participants

Female
Male

Female

Male
Female
Male
Male
Male

Male
Female
Male

Male

Information Technology
International Business
Administration (IBA)
IBA

Engineering

English Language Teaching
Engineering

Information Technology
IBA

Information Technology
Engineering
IBA

IBA

Muscat
Rustaq

Rustaq

Muscat
Muscat
Sohar
Muscat
Rustaq

Sur
Sohar
Muscat

Muscat
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Sample size in pheno. research
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" | At least
5-25 pa I, 1998)
2-10 pa 001)

Saturation: the p iIch “additional
data do not lead to any new emergent
themes” (Given, 2016, p. 135).




Purposive sampling Snowball sampling
1 “based on the researcher’s (chain-referral sampling)
judgement and the purpose of

the research” (Groen
2004, p. 45)

expanding the sample
asking one informant
participant to

1 looking for those w recommend others for
had experiences relating to the interviewing (Groenewald,
phenomenon to be researched” 2004, p. 46)
(Kruger, 1988, p. 150)
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RQ1: “What does it mean to be an African -

college student in th Sultanate of Oman?” ONF
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WORLD SOCIETY FOUNDATION @

Sub-Theme 1: A Privilege Like No Other

Sub-Theme 3: Social Expectations

for Behavior Modification
R
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[ Findings 2

RQ2: “What are the eplstemologlcal NEERIIS
constructed by the an college students of
their lived e

Theme 2 — Co-existence: African Students’ Lived Experience in
the Sultanate

Sub-Theme 1: Sultanate as Bastion of Peace

Sub-Theme 2: Liveability as Embodiment of Suitability




[ Findings 2

RQ3: “What are the roles of intercultural communication
In the lives of these African college students while
studying and livi

Theme 3 — Communication: Intercultural Communication In
African Students’ Lives

Sub-Theme 1: Communication as Genderized Phenomenon

Sub-Theme 2: Intercultural Communication as Values-laden Process
Sub-Theme 3: Communication as a Vehicle to Understand Others
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Implications to
Oman-Africa Relations = aiologie
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Political Relations
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Economic Relations thi
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Political Relations

It seems that Oman wants to build strong relationships with African
countries by providing scholarships to study in this country for the
purpose of obtaining positive impacts related to Omani’s vision. The
impacts of these relationships to Oman include;

Facilitating trade barrios between Oman and African countries in terms of

exports and imports <

o Cultural exchanging between them

o Acquiring skills, experiences and knowledge between them for potential

employees

o Spreading Oman culture to these countries

e Increasing awareness of Oman to those countries for the aim of increasing

tourism sector

(Participant 10, from Tanzania)



Economic Relations

* Oman and Tanzania have signed trade and
Investment agree er to construct
complimentary build the
confidence of b nals and investors.

“» Africa Is an economic powerhouse waiting for

\' exploration.



The main roles of Omani government and my country’s

government in my college education in Oman are;

To provide better education to the international students that can

help both governments in trade, economical, educational,

standards of living, tec rovements and etc.

e Providing health care udents of both countries

e Encouraging students o ries to Improve their talents,
knowledge, skills and experiences related to their fields (majors).

e To listen to the students problems related to their academic lives

and find suitable solutions regarding to those problems and

challenges.

(Participant 6, from Sudan)
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2. The research shall be discussed .. iologie
with the policy makers and key NF
educational leaders In order to sustain s AT SN oo
a gratifying experience among African
minority college students in the

Sultanate of Oman. Holding dialogues
with them will inform decisions,

\' policies, and programs.

WORLD SOCIETY FOUNDATION f{:

CARL SCHLETTWEIN
STIFTUNG



55 Society for African Studies
anele’ 5uissa d'e‘1uuas africaings
chw hie Gesellschaft

i alu ien

h h psellchft fr

O ziologie

Swiss Sociological Assac

INF

Sw1ss NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

WORLD SOCIETY FOUNDATION ff:

CARL SCHLETTWEIN
STIFTUNG

3. It Is also recommended that other
gualitative methodologies such as
ethnography and grounded theory be
used in understanding further the
academic journey of African students
In Oman.
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The research was able to surface
epistemological meanings from the
“stories” (i.e., written narratives) of
participants in their everyday affairs

and socially constructed realities as i
they interact with various communities =
iIn Oman. e @)
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thing In life is to be feared; it is only
0 be understood. Now is the time to
understand more, so that we may fear
less.

-- Marie Curie
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