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Abstract

Concerning globalization, the social reality is rewaerized by the fact that changing
conditions generate alot of different reactionsl adapting mechanisms. Post-socialist
countries (including Slovakia) are particularly @rdsting space for observation of these
problems. Countryside and rural communities repriegery specific space which is with its

traditional basis in the most contrasting “oppasiti to modernization processes. Social
actors are much more mobile, specific local ecoesmare constructed and attitudes,
stereotypes and value systems of individuals, ggaspvhole communities are changed. The
paper is based on the empirical material obtainedjuantitative and qualitative survey in

selected Slovak rural villages and households 20011-2006. It points to actual strategies of
the rural communities in conditions of the transfation after 1989. In this context strategies
and behavior of different types of rural householdth the different social position in the

stratification system are presented. The paperaricplarly focused on the economic

practices and strategies, the exploitation of thetas networks as well as on the reflection of
contemporary development strategies and local govent. The attention is aimed at the
extent of the surrounding influence and the extehtinfluence of the former societal

experience.



INTRODUCTION

Many contemporary commentators and researchesdtassed that we are now living in an
era of an important change: a historical momentmoanent of the turn or transition and a
radical social change etc. These are the words aiseécemphasized by many scientists with
regard to the social situation at the end of theh2@entury or, in other words, at the turn of
the millennium (Long 1993). The new form of socsttatification, reasons of social and
economic inequalities among peophannersandlosersof present transformation processes
— these are often discussed topics especially st-gmmmunist countries. These countries
found themselves in the confrontation with the giptes of market economics, what caused
constantly increasing importance of economic capitthin the definition of social status of
an individual or groups. At the same time, “new’epbmena markedly participate on the
development and form of processes of hierarchiratial polarization of these societies.
Post-socialistic transformation of Slovak society a part of long-lasting process of
modernization. During these changes, lifestyle #ma&l culture of population is modified
which is, on the one hand, caused by the econonpcétical and social movements in our
society, and on the other by winds of integratiowd globalisation. “There are not many
opportunities in social sciences to analyze sagyatems which have undergone within less
than sixty years so many contradictory structurbbanges accompanied by so much
experience of extreme cultural and social cond#itike in many post-communist countries.
Therefore, the analysis of these metamorphoseshmidcontext, including the reasons and
conseqguences, can serve as aledsiratory for the study of the social change.” (Machonin
1997: 80)

SOCIAL INEQUALITIES IN POST-SOCIALIST SLOVAKIA

A new system of social inequalities and stratifimatwas developed in the 90s of 20 century
— in general different from the one existing for yi€ars in Czechoslovakia. Until recently
relatively homogenous Slovak society carries maw differentiated features, e.g. setting up
of vast differences in incomes, living level andgerty at individuals and the whole groups
of inhabitants or the development of political -oeomic elites closed against the rest of
society, on the other side the foundation of nundbehe lowest social class consisting of the
people dependent on the state care and charitycdimenunist society was founded on the
egalitarian ideology according to which the wealdst its legitimacy, the ostentative
consumption was denied, the accumulation of econaapital became legal (however, the
reality was often different) and the importancesotial capital increased (Mozny 1991). The

social capital could be transformed into econornaital in the form of available contacts and



the social network based on clientelism. The “mgfitimized” wealth and poverty lost their
social status in the regime of so called real $isom The right to work and the status of an
employed person had universal character and wengdad globally. Therefore, the poverty
was not approached as a social problem but asdmwidoal or private one or, sometimes,
even as the failure of an individual (Mares$ 1999).

Taking into consideration the globalization preess the increasing heterogeneity and
differential of present Slovak society increase@ thanger of its fragmentization, the
deepening of social exclusion which is very clogehated to the questions of group identity,
solidarity as well as to the social dialogue orrapphes to the integration (Strapcova 2005).
Changes in political and economic situation in ¢bentry were manifested at regional level.
This is the cause of the historical, cultural aedtarian differences and the differences in
living standard and life patterns, too. Differendestween socio-demographic and socio-
economic behaviour in urban and rural space areamin all parts of Slovakia. The above
mentioned situation causes an unequal increadeedlare of people in lower social classes
within regions and the deepening of the differenbesveen “rich” and “poor” regions.
Nevertheless, their labour markets, which used ¢ordatively isolated, are becoming
interconnected. The migration of people within eographical space towards more stable
and modern regions provokes the migration withim gbcial space — some people can make
use of the opportunity for their personal developtheothers are threatened by
marginalization and other group of people credies bwn parallel structures (e.g. within the
community). These changes influence all socialseigspredominantly middle classes which
lose their limits and the conflict between theitd'oand “new” representatives is more and
more evident within their internal structure.

Researches of social structure pointed at sevartitplarities of stratification and differential
processes and indicated the following basic trends:

)] In the post-communist development in the "90s, Blevak society was
transformed into the “middle class society”. At tb@me time, the living level,
prestige and the social importance of working cldssreased and its main part
failed into the sub-class. The education and quatibn always function as the
mobility channel, especially, in connection withetlusage of social network,

political and other contacts, favour etc. (SopoBizambazowi 2003)

! The class understanding of social stratificati@salso taken into consideration. Therefore, thssels are not
approached as real social groups with clearlyisgtsl. This is suitable for the analysis of lifeagegies and life
chances.



(i) The middle classes strengthened their status. plosess was characterized
mainly by the unbalance of socio-cultural and eowmigodimension. In general, it
is supposed that there is a conformity betweerviddal parts individual‘s status
in the society. This condition of consistency islfified mainly by the
representatives of upper and lower social stra@lawak society. There are more
cases of inconsistency within the middle socialtatr

(i)  Concerning the existing sociological knowledgemay be assumed, that the
following are the main criteria to distinguish imgiuals: the individual‘s position
on the job market, the individual’s position at wand the individual‘s position in
the hierarchy of its management and the individusdicial status. To answer the
guestion whether the collective features of theéesysof social stratification are
determined on the basis of these criteria only dgiceconomic categories of
population or whether they are or they become seaial groups characterized by
the class consciousness and performance is possithe with regard to the
findings of empirical researches of social stradifion of the society (Sopdci
2000).

(iv)  The system of hierarchy of Slovak households esatioleclassify households into
five classeS in Slovak society. The households of lower sodioecnic status
prevailed in Slovakia and there was detected antables tendency to the
improvement because more households of lower midtiles approached the
status of middle middle class households and didfadbinto the lowest social
class. This movement was not considered to beeztgmportance because it had
been known from other sources that low incomeshef households of lower
middle class were nearly the same as incomes ohtseholds of the lowest
social class which received the social benefits.

COUNTRYSIDE AND TRANSFORMATION: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWOR K
As to the Slovak countryside, new trends of sodalelopment represented not only
considerable structural changes but also new fafmsal behaviour of this population group.

The process of differentiation was deepened. Onhamal, it emphasized the existence of

2 Knowledge about the present state of hierarct§lafak households was stated by \&&$e(2003). Used
classification of socioeconomic status of househalds based on the classification of the of thesbbald (a
person with the highest income) into the one offive classes as well as on other variables apthef the
“head” of the household, job position and the hijhevel of education reached by the “head” oftthasehold.
To the upper class belonged 4.1 % of household8#n#h to the upper middle class. The middle miadidss
was represented by 24.5 % of households; 19.2 Béudeholds belonged to the lower middle class laad t
lowest social class was represented by 43.2 % ugdtmlds in Slovakia.



social spaces threatened by “the collapse” andherother hand, the existence of the strong
territorial activating or revitalizing internal paitial. A considerable part of rural population
presented the attitudes of social degradation ppdached the poverty as the result of social
injustice. They also manifested feelings of sodatline and general scepticism towards
political elites. New islands of poverty were fommnen the countryside. However, more
collective activities were created as well. Them avas to reactivate the countryside and its
shift to other socio-economic level as well aséaldvith particular examples on the return of
individuals or socio-demographic groups to the d¢oside (Buchta 2003). Nowadays, 44 %
of inhabitants live in the countryside and the r@ettlements represent the key unit in the
settlement structuteThe following are the social problems which after presented in rural
settlements in the present transformation periagsening of social climate and relationships
among people in the municipality, the rise of crniality and unemployment and problems
connected with their solutions, the reduction oftuwmal and social life, more and more
difficult providing of appropriate level of livingonditions as well as the deepening of socio-
economic differentiation of the municipality, infafent activation of inhabitants,
entrepreneurs, associations or clubs when soliagtoblems in the municipality, the loss of
local identity etc. (GajdoS 2002; 2007). Rural conmities often face difficult situation: on
one hand, they are disrupted by the impacts ansspre of globalization and on the other
hand, their internal resources are activated agyl ‘tart” the new development.

This research of the countryside was based mainlyheoretical studies about local
forms of globalization (e.g. Miller 1995) as wels a@n existing studies of local rural
communities which point out the importance of “theritage from the past”, continuity and
similarity with the communist and pre-communistipér According to them, the cultural
specifics are dependent on local traditions, valuekgion as well as on the goals and
strategies of particular societies (e.g. Danglo0812 2005; Danglova et al. 2005). Social
system includes ordered relationships and mutyagm#ence among individuals or groups. It
is analytically efficient to understand it as “repsd social progress” and, precisely,
institutions represent its constitutional and dgegdtablished practise. The logic of these
human outputs is based not only on their extemattioning but also on the way in which
they are reflected (Giddens 1979).

The rural community is not a closed or limited uttiis a community with the specific
quality of interpersonal relationships. The histtygether with the problems of present social

® Municipalities up to 1,000 inhabitants represeéh®, municipalities up to 2,000 inhabitants 87 %,dn total,
rural settlements represent 95 % of all settlemenBovakia.



development (e.g. contradictions or conflicts) uefices more deeply the relationships
between people living in rural space than thosmdiun urban space. It is evident that the
behaviour and decision making of individuals isemttonally or unintentionally limited by
powers (spatial, time, economic, social, symbotitat are independent from them and
without their identification, it would not be pobkk to interpret individual cases. Therefore,
the rural community represents a social space wisidormed by global, regional or local
conditions, processes, phenomena and influencegshétsame time, it is singularly and
originally constructed in schemes and ways of humparception, thinking, acting and
behaviour as well as in social structures. Rurahmaoinities also represent an important
(though, not the only one) factor of the influernveghin the formation of the sense of local
identity. What happens among people in the villdgpends not only on the village itself but
also on the powers of wider action (Haukanes 2@®86). The possibilities of existing
community (e.g. neighbourhood or village) to creatntexts and local subjects are
influenced by abilities of social formation of wideange to form a locality which would
determine the general character of any communitigérrange of its influence.

Behaviour of people can be very clearly understondhe basis of social exchange
theories. Independently from what people “exchandmstween each other (tangible
properties, services, respect or friendship, wetds, the question of reciprocity, equivalence
of their status, motivation, consensus and valgebeicoming more and more important.
Concerning the influence of classic study of Ma{i€99, orig. 1925), two opposite types of
exchange are generally taken into consideratioanihropology — the exchange of products
and exchange of gifts. The former is known by iisgy economic objective and the latter by
its social objective whose economic aspect remdisguised or hidden. According to
Bourdieu (1998) it is suggested to distinguish #dm®nomics of symbolic propertiesd
economical economicsbecause the above mentioned bipolarity is not dely
unambiguous and there exist certain parallels. “pineciple of the economics of symbolic
properties is not the calculating subject but tbrawho is socially predisposed to enter the
exchange game without any intention. The actor ddws not admit or is not concerned about
the fact that it is an economic exchange in redli(Bourdieu 1998: 127). This type of
economics is not directly oriented towards the iprdfevertheless, one of its features is that
economic acts are modified into symbolic acts. $beial bond is formed anthe symbolic
capitalis accumulated. The economical economics is “moom@mical” because it saves the
work with symbolic construction which should objgety disguise the objective truth of
action (Bourdieu 1998: 128).



Behaviour and action of different social actors eeflected in the social stratification
of local community. They are conditioned by differenotivation factors and directed by
various objectives together with their consequemcebe degree of assessment. At the same
time it is possible to distinguish different typafsstrategies, tactics and practise. Concerning
their differentiation in processes of modernizatias@ often use the dichotontsaditional —
modernor concepts considering the economic activity ¢otlie tradition, continuity or the
innovation. Gudeman (1996) distinguishes the opessin another way — in models of
community and market economics. “In practise, thenemics is the combination of both
models but their balance changes and the solwicomplicated because cyclic reproduction
is the act of mutual interactivity. However, theckange disturbs social bonds and leads to the
competition or rivalry. A lot of economic theoriaese aimed at one or the other end of this
context but ethnographic studies indicate combigediplementary and dialectical character
of economic practise. They recommend those poggbilwhere market economics is
“embeddednto the community economics” (Gudeman 1996: 174e practical experience
of some ethnologists dealing with the Slovak ra@hmunities also point to the fact that, in
analysis, it is more appropriate to distinguishetypf social action by means of the degree of
rationality and to use the terms enculturation accllturation for this type of analysis.
SUBJECT OF THE STUDY AND RESEARCH TOOLS
This case study describes the strategies of differeal communities applied in the period of
societal transformation (after 1989) as well as lifeestrategies, behaviour and activity of
people from different social classes living in fudrauseholds. They are evaluated in the wider
inter-regional comparison. The attention is paith degree of influence of the environment
to which these strategies are set and to the dejrieduence of social experience from the
past.The further aim of the study is to characterizeltdmal form of new social stratification
system in rural community; to indicate the simtias and differences of “transformation”
practise and strategies of rural households reptiesedifferent social classes and to identify
the role of symbolic capital and different socitdtas of social actors within this topic. The
study is aimed at the managing of the property tamahce, the usage of social network,
planned socioeconomic activities as well as atrdfflection of developing strategies and the
self-government of municipality.

The study is based on the empirical material whvels obtained by quantitative and
qualitative research carried out in selected Slavainicipalities and households within the
years 2001 — 2006. The quantitative part of theard took place in three Slovak regions

(districts — level NUTS 1V). In every region, thenere selected two small municipalities up



to 500 inhabitants, two middle municipalities up 19500 inhabitants and two big
municipalities with more than 1,500 inhabitantseTata produced by this sampling strategy
are not statistically representative of the Sloaakentire rural population, but the three areas
in which questionnaires were administered are socioomically diverse and reflect
Slovakia’s main dimensions of socioeconomic diwgrsThe overall number of responded
households was 656; the overall number of villagas 18. The data were carried out by
means of standardized interviéwaccording to the questionnaire in randomly setecteal
households. It preceded the qualitative part of rdeearch which was carried out in two
selected municipalities. It consisted of semi-stadized interviews with mayors of
municipalities and repeated visits and interviewsselected households whose aim was to
collect their “transformation” life stories. Thelsetion of households we questioned in this
part of the research was not random. It respediedrésults of quantitative research and
identified models of regional stratification. Indiual households represented different social
strata within the research. Different characteiselected municipalities (regarding to their
different “starting transformation capital”) makgsssible to think about different adaptability
and adaptation strategies of communities and pahtthe importance of the “power” of
community in post-communist society. Both selectednicipalities belong to small
municipalitieS and they started to function as self-governingtsuim the transformation
period. One of them used to be a part of the distown and nowadays it has a markedly
suburban character. Before the transformationsdw®nd municipality was administratively
united with a neighbouring small municipality baey were split after 1989. Both selected
municipalities were characterized by certain forirdependence in the past. However, this
dependence did not have the same quality. The mireseio-demographic, socioeconomic
and technical and infrastructure status of munlitipa is similar but it can not be said about
the latent social potential which was formed inhbotunicipalities in the transformation
period.

Repeated visits permitted to compare changeshmiere presented not only in the
physical appearance of selected rural communitigsalso in the behaviour of people, their

reactions, willingness and the degree of interdstrnwtalking about their personal, family and

* The average interview took 50 minutes. The intarsi usually lasted from 30 minutes to 1 hour (iecil
cases 75 minutes). It depended on the charactbe dfousehold we questioned. The interviews wemgecbout
in the afternoon and in the evening from Mondagaturday.

® According to the criteria applied within the comgtive socio-spatial analyses, the municipalitipgai1,000
inhabitants are considered to be small municigalitOne of the municipalities is situated in thpardimit of
the size category whereas the second one repregantsximately “the half of the first one” with ragl to the
size.



general problems etc. The first part of the fieddaarch took place in 2001-2002. The results
of the questionnaire survey were processed andnnafointerviews with representatives of
self-governing municipalities selected for the qpa#lve research were carried out in 2002 —
2004. The rest of the qualitative research tookela 2005 — 2006. The data were carried out
by means of interviews and observation.

EMPIRICAL FINDINGS

Rural Communities in Conditions of Transformation

Transformation period signifies the strong polatian of the rural community which
includes the property polarization as well as theiad and political polarization. Respondents
of the questionnaire survey observed the worsasdn in the social participation as well as
in inter-personal relations. The survey showed tidér people and people living in more
traditional environment perceived more sensitivibly overall individualization as the result
of modernization. The phenomenon of citizenshighmsense of keeping an eye on people’s
representatives and their assessment, is relatétetoate of modernizing processes within
acertain environment. However, the utilitarian gotilat are considered to be the reason for
suchlike “civilian watching“ may not be excludedchese the majority of respondents found
that the relations connected with the private priyp@ere worsened very much.

It is pretty difficult to evaluate community fummhing by means of quantitative data.
Although the respondents declared the need forreéhéalisation of community life, the
majority of them would not be able to determinewhto achieve it”. To compare existing
possibilities for solution, we can use the exampietwo municipalities who carry out
different transformation strategies and tacticse Tinst municipality demonstrates how the
community can function in the post-communist peridtlis small municipality is situated
close to heavily trafficked road and presents combiindustrial and agricultural character.
There is no private farmer in the municipality. Thenicipality has maintained the collective
farm, though, in a transformed form — it cultivatdse land (also from neighbouring
municipalities) rented from private proprietors.eTimajority of managers are influenced by
practises of former communist management. The aole farm is flourishing and it
represents certain multifunctional institution fbe municipality. Apart from solving the local
unemployment, the collective farm cooperates vhthgelf-government and supports cultural
and sport activities in the municipality. As to then-agricultural local unemployment, a lot
of people were leaving the municipality in orderfbod a job in industrial enterprises in
nearby municipalities during the communism. Afl&89, there were a lot of sole traders

who have been running their business since thdthodgh they employ only 3-5 employees,
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they give preference to local employment and tryhtlp the municipality by hiring
problematic groups of inhabitants (alcoholics an@mi&nies) for seasonal works.
Reciprocally, the municipality tries to solve diéat orders by assigning them to local
entrepreneurs. In comparison with the majority ofalB municipalities in Slovakia, the
unemployment is very low (14 from cca 500 inhakganThe municipality also finances a
kindergarten and contributes to the transport ofdam attending the primary school in a
bigger municipality because there is no a primatyosl| in municipality. There are various
associations and neighbourhood groups who orgatfigecommunity life and regularly
motivate the inhabitants.
The second bigger suburban municipality has busireesd service character. After its
separation from the district town, the municipafitgused on the promotion of this act and on
its symbolic emphasizing (printing of postcardsjvanirs with symbols of municipality, the
song about the municipality, cultural events et€hje above mentioned activities united the
local community only at the beginning. Events thare repeated many times every year
started to have mostly opposite effect. As to t@nemic area, the municipality closed down
the former collective farm and rented its buildingsseveral private companies. The land is
cultivated partly by the collective farm from nelgluring municipality and part of it is
owned by original owners who want to rent it. Thajonity of people work in the tertiary
sector or in industrial enterprises situated inghkouring towns. Generally accepted
principles of internal regulation of local employm&lo not exist. In the case of hiring people
from problematic groups, the municipality applibe tsystem of solidarity only on seniors.
There is a pensioners club and several more asemsan the municipality. However, they
do not try to coordinate their activities. The paiy school was closed down because parents
preferred to place their children into the primaciools situated in towns.

Rural Households

Regional and Local Forms of Social Stratification

The rural household keeps the status of one dftelganstitutions in local community.
Concerning the above mentioned fact, it is alsdotis@c subject of collective decision making
that consists of individual economic representationThese individual economic
representations are involved in common living ars$oaiate sources according to the
demands on satisfying the needs by tangible aadgible property.
The quantitative research of rural households omefil that the post-communist
transformation highlighted the differences betweegions of western and eastern part of

Slovakia. These differentiations were also preskeimedifferent strategies, dreams or future
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plans and were “evaluated” in different stratifioat distribution of households. Economic,
socio-demographic and socioeconomic differencesvdet questioned rural households
projected into selected indicators of comparedistihes were emphasized in different inner
hierarchy arrangement of regional samples. Theoragjistratification models outlined that
the classification of households according to thieeta of the economic status (income,
household conveniences, the spatial living cona#jodoes not copy their classification
according to the selected indicators of the soditucal status (the education level and
structure of socioeconomic positions of househokhnimers, the population quality). The
economic and income differences between houselaofgles from monitored regions ranged
from 20 % to 27 % and socio-cultural differencasged only from 6 % to 10 % (see Figures
1 and 2). Therefore, the process of differentiabbmural households can not be perceived
only as the reflection of the varied structure tf imembers but predominantly as being
dependant on the urban, spatial and socioeconatatisn of the region.
The further aim of the quantitative research was‘tbrmation” of particular representative
types of rural households for individual socialssles in relation to the following qualitative
research. We interviewed particular family housdeah monitored municipalities on the
basis of the determination of representative typhi&h represented the hierarchy of rural
households.

Profiles of performing social actors

The qualitative part of the research was carrigdim characterized rural households.
The need for introducing the profiles of socialaastin this chapter resulted from their
uniqueness. Their stories were one of the sour€aesfarmation for the interpretation of
transformation period in rural environment. Therefave should take into consideration that,
despite of their “methodologically reasonable” sgtn, any effort to form common or
distinct features in their behaviour and strategggsesents a certain simplification.

The lower stratums represented by a two-generation householddbasists of parents in

middle productive age (43 and 39 years old) andchildren at the age of 18 to 2. Both
parents have secondary school education. The hdslwas unemployed but he has been
employed in a private company recently. The wif@nsthe maternity leaf but she worked
“unofficially” in her sister's company for a shqueriod of time. They used to live with their
parents and they have moved to the countryside Bwonaller town where they lived in the
block of flats. They live in a small old family hee and they reconstruct it by themselves.
The family farm (small garden and livestock) is mseparable part of their everyday

existence. They are very religious and their cbildare also educated in this way. Although
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they have been living in the municipality for eigigars, the local inhabitants consider them
to be newcomers. Therefore, they keep in touch Imaiith other newcomers. This category
also involves the three generation household congisf seven members: retirees, their son
and his wife (48 and 42 years old) and three graifdten at the age of 18 to 12 . They live
together in an old family house with a garden. ghendfather has primary education and is
the member of municipal board. His wife attendecbedary vocational school and her son
and daughter-in-law attended apprentice centre.sbimecommutes to work to neighbouring
town where he works in a car repair service. Hifewvorks as a saleswoman in a local
private shop. The income of individual householenmbers is very low and the generation
gap causes a lot of conflicts because they haterelift generation approach to the small farm
and to the meaning of self-saturation. Conflictsearevery day, especially, between the
daughter-in-law and mother-in-law.

The middle strataare represented by household of two retireeseatigfe of 79 and 75 who

have been living in the municipality since they dyorn. Both retirees come from the
families of workers, they attended apprentice eeatrd have close relationship to agriculture.
Therefore, a small farm is an inseparable partheirtway of life. The husband was a
chairman of local self-government in 1983 — 199&fdBe that, he had been its member for
many years. His wife has been working in a co-apaeraocietyJednotaall her life. Its local
branches were and have been situated in almosy ewenicipality in Slovakia. Their three
adult children live in a nearby district town witheir families. They are regularly in touch
and help each other. Another representative holgsetfichis category is represented by two
generation household consisting of two members. filesemember is a teacher at primary
school and a member of municipal board (51 yeatks &he lives with her son (30 years old)
who is a sole trader. She has a very strong enaitaititude to the municipality, her parents’
house and to her profession. Therefore, she héssugal prestige within local community.
She is not divorced but has been living separdtety her husband for many years. The son
has the completed secondary education. He has Wwedting as a sole trader since he
finished the school because he wanted to be finlipéndependent as soon as possible. The
father helped him financially when he wanted tougebusiness.

The upper stratare represented by household including five memlzetsusband (42 years

old) who is a very successful entrepreneur withmregion, his wife (35 years old) and three
daughters at the age of 17 to 3. Both of them hlbsecompleted secondary education, high
income and above average standard of living witjaré to rural conditions. The wife helps

her husband in the company from time to time. Hamntask is to take care of children and
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household. Their above average living level anccasgfulness in business are the results of
their courage to set up business immediately 4880, the managerial skills of husband and
his positive experience when working in a colleetiarm as well as of the strong family
background of both partners which helped them & liaginning with credits by collateral
mortgage of their family houses.

Economic practices and strategies

The majority of questioned households were morgsipastic than optimistic with
regard to the possible development of their finainsituation. According to the quantitative
research, more than 64 % of households did noasggossibility to improve their financial
situation over the next five years and only 13 %heim thought that their financial situation
would improve a little bit. A lot of respondentsubd not express their opinion on this
development because they had problems to orierthemselves in the wide range of
possibilities, opportunities or legislative measuas well as in the development of political
situation. Education, the access to informatior, tieasure of adaptability and the degree of
development of individual and team activities inmuaipality were important determinants
that directly and proportionally increased the iibilo perceive objectively the social reality.
The structure of planned socioeconomic activitiethe rural household members expressed
mainly the higher need for further education oguaification. It was often the only possible
way in marginal municipalities. In general, theadatination to start with business activities
was very low. The vision of solving the living sion by moving from the municipality
decreased with real possibilities provided by tltipular region. Undoubtedly, it also
resulted from such factors as the measure of $paiatity or different types of social bonds
which determine them.
The qualitative research showed that economic igexctand strategies applied in rural
environment are determined predominantly by theag®eir generational classification, the
type of social experience from the past (mainlyhi@ sense of work experience in the period
of communism) as well as by the economic supportfaofily and social background.
Concerning questioned households with better ecanbatkground, the important task was
not performed by educational level but by the cgar set up business and by the ability of
particular individuals to orientate themselves witthe existing legislative and economic
situation. The given statement may be illustratge@dmparing the professional experience of
the men at middle productive age coming from theeloand upper social strata, whose
starting position was approximately the same. Buftlthem worked at collective farms as

engineers and after 1989 they started their owrnbss in the same branch — service and
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selling of second-hand cars. The first one (48 yedd) was not successful as a sole trader
because he was not able to gain sufficient turnawneradministration, though, he was given
an advantage by his friend at the beginning (hedtdds disposal place for free). He gave up
and waited passively for the same job offer from friends. Nowadays he has been working
for the minimum wage and he often changes the grapldhe second man (42 years old)
started his business without any advantage, he asked for credit. He managed to gain
sufficient turnover and he continued to be sucegssfdifferent types of business where the
legislative was not completed. Nowadays, he runslegale with medicaments and, after
successful business period, he is thinking ofreglii to multinational company. His aim is to
enjoy his money because all his family has beeamfirally ensured for many years.

As it has already been mentioned, the self-supglyctivities have an important role
in the structure of economic activities of rurahabitants. Respondents of both households
belonging to lower strata demonstrated the traakionodel of self-saturation. Small family
farms represented great support within the fooglsimg. At the same time, they caused that
all family members did not have leisure time foroter activities and they controlled
everyday as well as all the year round househdidgites. The representatives of the oldest
generation worked physically very hard at their quctive age and they required the
continuity and acceptation of their life style fraheir son and his wife who have been living
with them in one household. These requirementsechadot of conflicts among them. Self-
supplying activities in the first described houddheere considered to be inevitable for living
as well. However, they did not ask older childrentfelp, they supported them in their leisure
time activities. Both households demonstrated saept towards upper strata, but the first
household considered their economic situation astibrden” they have to put up with. The
second household considered their economic situdatobe the social injustice and they
blamed the state for it.

Respondents from the middle strata were tolerantitds different economic strategies of
their adult children. Although they emphasized itin@ortance of university education, they
respected the fact that their children had chosgerent way of adaptation to new conditions
— either they moved to the district town and foangb or they became sole traders. In both
cases, the parents provided their children withun@tsupport from small family farms or
gardens but they did not ask their children to tieggm regularly. Adult children helped their
parents financially or they invested money into thirovement of their parent’s houses.
These households present common standard of livirey, consider it to be sufficient and

they did not declare the need for its improvemerthange.
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Social Networks and Their Use

Traditional Slovak village was not interconnectedydy neighbour, cooperative and
other social relationships. There were formed i@ighips of the dependency between
families within the village which were forced bynable forms (fee by husband or godfather
choice, common entertainments, etc.). Howeverjrtieasing possibility of the mobility and
migration globally originates the reduction of tredue of locally bounded social relationships
and networks. In general, the respondents obsemegdtive changes in relationships with
neighbours and the same fact occurred within igegreration relationships (see Figure 3).
The growing intensity of inter-generation confrdittas can be the consequence of various
lifestyle opinions and attitudes of older genematiowards the overall social situation as well
as of some confrontations of behavioural modeléfestyle strategies. It is determined by
different generation bonds to the place and comiyiuamd it is manifested in individual
feelings and social involvement. Various visionsuattthe fulfilling of individual needs, their
awareness, social orientation and educational Eneeimportant additional factors, too.
Reciprocal help among relatives, neighbours, anglyaor more distant social networks is
one of elementary characteristics of a traditidBlalvak village. Its characteristic feature is
reciprocity. In the past, the principle of reciptgovas consequently used in the framework
of the same social class by partners of differerhrmunity position with respect to their
property background and social status. Reciproehd tvas realized and has been realized in
a variety of situations. The structure of subjedtsch are in the position of help addressees is
changed as well. The traditional subjects remainnlew subjects supply them depending on
possibilities and character of the region (see fféigl). According to the results of qualitative
research, the social help from the state and lseddlgovernment was used by respondents
mostly as an additional possibility of solving theroblems (their attitude remained the same
before as well as after 1989). While responderisfmiddle strata wanted “to prove that
they were not dependent on social benefits”, theresentatives of lower strata found
themselves tightly above the limit to be formalfided as claimants and allowed to ask for
social benefits. This situation referred mainlyth@ national system of social politics. The
local self-government (represented by the mayomahicipality) was considered to be a
trustworthy institution when providing support foobuseholds from lower strata living in
small municipalities. The representatives of thdest generation who belonged to the lower
strata and lived in suburban municipalities did pegen make an effort to ask local self-
government for social benefits. Their attitudes bagized state and paternalistic system from

the period of communism as the only one which waanmgful.
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The qualitative research confirmed a high imparéanf “good family background”
for the household representatives of all sociatatrit should be emphasized that a good
family background is important, especially in lovgtrata, not only as a provider of financial
support but also as a provider of different typesupport (e.g. feeling of security etc.). When
talking about “life’s ups and downs”, the majoribf respondents talked about family
problems or achievements in family life. The reggpemts from upper strata were willing to
create social contacts outside the local commugity.the other side, the representatives of
lower strata were sceptical and they consideredoitbe pretty risky. The role of
neighbourhood as an important social bond was mwesdi mainly by household
representatives coming from middle stratum or,ipaldrly, from the smaller of monitored
municipalities. The rest of respondents confirmedhwtheir answers the findings of
guantitative research (considerably weakened neigity relations and life individualization
in local community). Neighbourly relations were rfeed on the basis of physical closeness
which grouped people into particular groups. Irs thiay, it evoked the feeling of mutual
cohesion or solidarity. However, the transformafowacess introduced into rural community
new forms of social relations among people whichrem®rmed on the basis of “market
mentality” — e.g. collective entrepreneurship, tb#er of paid work, contacts with
bureaucratic institutions, restitution etc. Theowad mentioned facts caused that mainly
elderly inhabitants living in the suburban munidifya regretted that the role of
neighbourhood was weakened and, nowadays, it iexs loéen reduced to “the obligatory and
random communication on the street”.

Reflection of Developing Activities of Local Govarment

The positive evaluation slightly prevailed ovee thegative one when evaluating the
influence of local self-government on the life afal households (see Figure 5). However, the
negative influence was perceived more intensivglydspondents than the positive influence.
Developing programs as well as the possibilitieswhulating and applying different forms
of capital within the promotion of community projsor individually realized activities and
the existence of functional microregional assocra&ibrought to people visions and examples
on revitalization. At the same time, they pointédte possibilities and functions that the
local self-government can have and represent. Tikience of self-government was
evaluated very negatively by respondents comingnfraral communities situated in the
eastern region of Slovakia (Sabinov). The greatepticism was conditioned by the general
marginal situation of the region and, moreover, twe marginal position of some

municipalities within the region. However, it was@athe consequence of other factors such
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as the scepticism towards the mayor, local reptatees and their skills, the lack of social
and political contacts of self-government as wslltlae insufficient technical equipment of
local authorities, poorly functioning local commuynietc. The representatives of questioned
households also declared to what extent they pexdeihe activity of government and its
reforms in the sense of the impacts on living lefaheir households. The positive influence
of government on the living level was expressednaye respondents from the suburbanized
region in the area of capital city. For these intaadts, the “physical’ closeness of
government meant higher and more detailed awaraatesst the meaning of its procedures
and arrangements obtained not only by official difdut also by informal communication
channels by means of social contacts. The negatfiteence of government was expressed
mainly by respondents coming from rural communitigth the high level of unemployment,
social dependence and elderly inhabitants. Onehefreasons was also the paternalistic
thinking which has been preserved in Slovak soaedynly with regard to above mentioned
groups of inhabitants.

The quantitative research demonstrated that beigntp particular social stratum
influenced significantly the approach to the evatra of functioning of local self-
government. The representatives of lower and middigal strata appreciated mainly those
activities of self-government which contributedttee improvement of external appearance
and supported cultural life in municipality (e.gew pavements, reconstruction of cultural
centre, social and cultural events etc.). This ep@n resulted from the image which was
characteristic for the local self-government in teemmunist period. In that time, the self-
government functioned only formally; it did not leathe right for decision making but, on the
other hand, it participated in organizing and ficiag of social events. In other words, it took
over the role of traditional community which wasngedestroyed by communist society. The
representatives of upper social strata presentece mpoagmatic and critical approach.
Although they considered the above mentioned d&svias beneficial ones, they evaluated
the development of the municipality by means ofestments into the infrastructure,
investment purposes, the management of collectigpepty etc. It is important to mention
that the above mentioned approach was manifestedlyma connection with personal,
economic and residential contexts.

CONCLUSIONS
Modernizing and transforming rural society in Slkigais characterized by increasing

plurality of the forms of life arrangements. Theref, the classes do not always have to be
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hierarchically arranged and some representativésaar stratum can have better life chances
than the representative of middle stratum who usfésing”.

The suburban rural communities are considered asn@rs” of social transformation in the
Slovak countryside. However, our empirical findingsow that small villages in more
marginalized position which are less “influenceddoyntexts” (and, therefore, possibly future
stronger communities) can belong to them as well.

Incomes and financial resources of the househuwldigh are provided by formal sector or by
the system of social benefits, are often insuffitior satisfying their needs. Therefore, the
interactions with non-market individuals and ingitns as well as the participation in formal
and informal economy and home economics form anortapt part of socioeconomic
behaviour of rural households.

The value of functional groups expands and weakieeselationships originated from the
territorial base as well. It is significant that& communities were transformed and survived
in new specific forms. Remarkable contemporary geanare predominantly influenced by
the renovation of private proprietary relationshipscreasing of social and demographic
differentiation of rural community, length of hongiin locality and by other factors.

It is not possible to express in details which graaf rural households has the highest
adaptability because households characterized lvg modern economic and civic behaviour
lose original demographic and socio-cultural feagsurand vice versa. Concerning the
empirical knowledge about the Slovak rural spaag population, it seems that the optimal
model of “transformation surviving” is the combiimat of traditional and modern components
in the life of rural households and local societsg®l it is particularly influenced by the
localization and the total position of the region.
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Figure 1: Regional classification of rural househals according material status
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Figure 2: Regional classification of rural househals according sociocultural status
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Figure 3: Assessment of relationships changes inraparison to the situation before 1989
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Figure 4: Addressees of “asking for help”
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Figure 5: Trust to governmental institutions
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